[image: image1.jpg]


           U.S.  History Syllabus    
Mrs. Bastian
email: mbastian@mywwps.org
phone: 586-439-4890

website: michelebastian.weebly.com

Sign up for Team 5 Remind 101 updates: 
To receive messages via text, text @wwmsteam5 to 81010
. 
Welcome


Welcome to 8th grade U.S. History! I hope that you will find this class interesting, informative—and fun! You will be working very hard to develop new skills and understand new concepts this year. I strongly believe in challenging students through a variety of activities that will make history “come alive”. This syllabus will give you information about how to become a productive member of our classroom, so that you become your very best by doing your very best. I am looking forward to what we can accomplish this year. Please review this syllabus carefully.
Daily Procedures

In order to keep structure in the class we will follow a basic pattern almost everyday in the class.  If there is a change in the routine it will be highlighted on the SMART board so that you are aware throughout the day.  

Bellringer:  Most days when you enter the room there will be a question on the Smart board that will be used as review of the previous day and introduction in the upcoming lesson.  Please label this in your notebook as bell ringer and include the date above your answer.   After attendance/check in, we will discuss the bell ringer as a class. 
Daily Lesson:  My lesson style and the topics for Social Studies will vary from day to day, but you can always find a daily target and expectation posted on the white board.  
Materials Requested: 



 * Folder





          Please Donate:



 * Pen/pencil





          * Clorox wipes


              * Any special request given by the teacher

          * Kleenex and/or Hand Sanitizer 
Be responsible and have all materials for class each day.  If you forget your materials, you will receive a tardy. Three tardies will result in an office referral. 

Topics Covered:   Throughout this year we will be covering many interesting/important parts of 
            America’s past.  Some of these topics include: Colonial America, American Revolution, United States 
            Constitution & Government, Westward Expansion, War of 1812, War with Mexico, Civil    

            War/Reconstruction and Public Policies/Issues.
Grading Policies: The following are my rules and policies relating to your grade.  I do not give you a grade in social studies, you will earn it based on your homework, projects, tests, and quiz scores, and class participation!  I will grade on a total points basis. Your scores on assignments may be determined by dividing your score by the total points allowed for the assignment. 
A      90% and above

B      80-89%

C      70-79% 

D      60-69% 

F       59% and below







Test and Quizzes: Quizzes may or may not be announced.  Tests will be given with at least two days notice and usually include a study guide that is to be completed at home.  If you are absent on a test day (not the day before) the test will be given upon your return.
Textbook Online:  my.hrw.com- generic username a10111 password- student (both are case sensitive).  The name of our textbook is United States History Beginnings to 1914. Through this website, you are able to access all chapters and resources provided by the textbook. In the event that your student needs to complete work at home and internet access is limited, students may sign out a textbook to borrow for the day.
Classroom assignments/homework:  Each of the assignments will be graded on a point basis, with the option to retry the assignment to get all points on every assignment.  In order to get full credit, ninety percent of the problems need to be done correctly and the assignment must be turned in on time.  When an assignment has less than a 100%, it can be redone as many times as it takes to get full credit. Homework will be expected at the due date (if it is not turned in at the beginning of class, it will be marked as a late assignment) unless you have made prior arrangements with me or you were absent.  If you were absent, please find missing work in the absent work folders.  If you lost your copy of an assignment, please find another in the “Extras” basket.  Students are encouraged to continue fixing assignments until the concept is mastered. 
Late Work:  Late work will not be accepted after one week of the original due date.  If you do turn in an assignment late, you are still able to redo the assignment until you master the concept. 
Notebook Check:  Your notebook will be checked periodically throughout the quarter for a grade.  You must have all sections included in your notebook and keep track of all handouts, notes, and homework in your folder.  

UPCOMING MAJOR ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES
· Syllabus Parent Signature Friday, 9/7
· Supplies Monday, 9/10
· Timeline Wednesday, 9/12
* I will post weekly announcements, links to lesson plans, and other important class information on my Weebly site. Go to the Warren Woods Middle School Web site, click the teachers link, and select Mrs. Bastian. Or, enter the following address in your Web browser:  http://michelebastian.weebly.com/, you may also sign up for Remind 101 updates for our team.

Expectations:
 1. Be on time, in your seat, and ready for class. This means you have your pencil sharpened and you are in your seat ready for class when the bell rings. 

2. Be on task and do not disrupt others in the class. Take class notes or work on an activity or assignment as directed. 

3. Respect others and their property. 

4. Come prepared. This means you need to bring all necessary materials to class. 

5. Refer to any discussions/activities we may have done as a class regarding rules and expectations. 

6. Refer to the student handbook and Wolverine Ways PBIS rules-BE RESPONSIBLE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY and BE SAFE.
7. No phones are allowed in the classroom- they are to be kept in your locker at all times.
POSITIVE REWARDS 

Various incentive programs are used throughout the year, including extra credit and movie days.
If You CHOOSE to break a rule…

1st offense:    
Verbal Warning

2nd offense:
Caution Card
3rd offense:
Call home/Lunch detention
4th offense:
Office referral
Students must understand that it is not appropriate for a teacher to give “warnings” in some situations and that behavior that is excessively disruptive, disrespectful, or dangerous may result in either immediate removal to the Principal, parent referral, or detention depending on the circumstances.  
My Responsibilities as your teacher:

1. To treat you with respect and care as an individual

2. To provide you an orderly classroom environment

3. To provide the appropriate motivation

4. To teach you the required content and aid you in being successful
I stand by these expectations and will hold you accountable for them and you can hold me accountable also.

“Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself." 
-- Chinese Proverb
Please return this page only on Fri., Sept. 7
Dear Parent(s) and /or Guardian(s):
 I have gone through these rules with your student in my class during the first week. My goal is to make sure that you are also aware of these policies. It would also be beneficial to go through these with your child as well. Also, I am asking that you fill out, sign, and return the bottom portion of this page. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, Mrs. Bastian 586-439-4890. I am available before and after school, as well as during sixth period (1:15-2:11). Please note that messages are checked before school each day and you can expect a response within 24 hours, for quicker communication feel free to email me anytime, mbastian@mywwps.org.  Please return this page by Fri. Sept. 7th- this will be the first graded assignment of the year. I hope to see you at Open House on Thursday, Sept. 6 from 6:30-8:00.  Thank you for your time and support!
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8th grade U.S. History 

I have reviewed the materials in the syllabus, including expectations, homework policy, absent policy, and all other details. 
Parent / Guardian Signature: ______________________________________Date:____________________ 
Student Name (print clearly): ______________________________________Hour:____________________ 
Name of Parent(s) and / or Guardian(s): 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student resides with: _________________________________________________________________ 
Method of preferred communication: _____________________________________ 
Best time for telephone contact: _________________________________________ 
Phone #: _________________________________ Alternate Phone #__________________________ 
Email Address (Please print clearly): ____________________________________________________ 
Do you have internet access at home? Y / N (Circle One)  Are you signed up for Power School? Y / N (Circle One)  
Is there anything you would like to share about your child that you think would help me best understand your child’s educational needs? (i.e. allergies, medical, home life, academic or social concerns)
